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EX OPDVUs, xv. 1. 


Theſe words in the Verſe—1 W1lL 81nG UNTO THz Lo R. 


Tus hour of danger may awaken the defensive ; 


: paſſions - but when men are placed in ealy and 
comfortable circumſtances, then is the time for the 
human mind to diſplay its finer powers. The means 
of ſubſiſtence and ſecurity being eaſily obtained, 


the faculties of the ſoul are turned to objects of el. 


| egance and taſte. At ſuch a period, the ſciences 
are ſearched out, and all the beauties of art diſcloſe 
themſelves. Thoſe which afford the moſt intenſe 


pleaſure, will become prime objects of attention. 


| Muſick then will not be the laſt in the train, but 


will claim preeminence to many other arts. Hence 


it need not ſurprize us that muſick early attratted 
the notice of men, and that in thoſe long lives of 


eaſe 


+ 
eaſe which rolled away before the flood, aba, the 


_ father of muſick, taught his cotemporafies and de- 
1 ſcendants © to handle the harp, and the organ. «“ 


Ar r ER ſuch events as the flood, and the diſper- 

| = | fion from Babel, the arts could not immediately be 

a reeſtabliſhed. A conſiderable ſpace of time muſt 

— be allowed for the formation of civilized ſtates and 

| ” empires. Among the firſt of theſe was Egypt, 

= ' whoſe proſperity, under the adminiſtration of Joſ- 
„ eph, wo e for the cultivation of the arts. 


So ON Egypt, as other old flates have Jaye Since, | 
D. oppreſs her colonies. The Iſraelites in 
- - Goſhen, felt the weight of lawleſS: ower, which rave 


riſe to the wiſdom and fame oſes. 


as that time learning flouriſhed i in Epp for it ; 

4 . is expreſsly ſaid of Moſes, by way of commendation, 

: | that he was © learned in all the wiſdom of the E- 
| gyptians, and mighty in words” as well © as deeds,” + 
=: His ſublime gentus not only graſped the arts of po- 

N lccy and war, but thought itſelf not debaſed, by atten- 
1 tion to poetry and muſick. The ſong, the firſt words 
„ ok which we have taken for our text, is a ſublime proof 

of his ability. It is the firſt ſong, ſet to muſick, of 
=_ which we have any account i in ee, 


wt 


It fing, faith be. unto the Lon p. Thi 
wy will lead us to ſpeak of the nature of ſacred muſick, 
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eſpecially bf ging; its ipftication to the not 
of Gov ; its fitneſs for that purpoſe, and the exam 


1 by which ſuch an application is warranted, 


1; LET. us en che nature of ſacred muſick, 


and eſpecially of ſinging, which is its principal 
: part. It is the expreſſion of devotional thoughts 
by grand melodious and harmonious ſounds, that 
they may with the greater force be impreſſed on the 
mind, and more powerfully move the heart. It 
hence appears that idle unmeaning ſounds, are not 
worthy of the name of ſacred muſick or ſinging; but 
- thoſe, which ſtrongly move the affections, impreſs | 
the moſt important ſentiments on the mind, or {well 
4 2 the bum breaſt with mighty emotions of holy 
5ignificanq i is the foul muſict. T And 
hom mechanick inſtruments may have their uſe; | 
: yet the organ, tuned by the hand of Goo, the hu- 
man voice, Is to be preferred to all other, 


Tax lets that muß ck bears to poetry and 
oratory, may ſerve to diſcover its true nature, It 
is certain that they all proceed upon the ſame prin- 
ciples; every elegant oration may be compared to a 
proſe anthem, and may be divided into ſtrains ac. 
cording to muſical mmſures. Syllables and feet, of 
which verſes are made, correſpond to the notes and 
bars of muſick. Every anthem may therefore, be 
conſidered as an oration ; every regular tune as a 


poem, 
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poem, ſet off to the beſt advantage, by the W 
application of grand, of . and 8 


: founds. 


Ix fin ging therefore we may unite all the force, and 


all the graces of oratory, poetry and muſick, Theſe 
are applied to the praiſe of the Greateſt and Beſt of 
| Beings, Shall we wonder then at the effect of this 


art, that the ſkilful performer, fired by its divine 


enthuſiaſm, may ſtamp almoſt any impreſſion he 
pleaſeth on the human mind. That his audi. 
ence by turns may be raiſed to hs livelieſt ecſtaſies 


of joy, or diſſolved into tears. 


81 NGING with: diſtin, 1 articulate ſounds, iS 


then greatly to be preferred to all mufſck, hich ex- 
preſſeth no certain affection or ſentiment, With- 
out expreſſion of real truth, and important ideas, 


muſick is but an unmeaning jingle: It is only 


when reaſon and common ſenſe are counſellors, that 
the empire of art becomes glorious. But when im- 
portant ideas are expreſſed by all the powers and 
graces of motion, accent and ſound, with attendant 
harmony and melody, it becomes an entertainment 
truly divine. Such were the ideas the ancients had 
of muſick.* For they ſung to their harps, the crea- 
tion of the world the origin of human kind the ſub. 


\ 


lime truths of natural and moral philoſoph»—the 15 
works of the Denty 4 in heaven, earth, and ſea; the 


good 
5 Al we ſcripture ſongs a are prool.— len VI d. E. I. 745. 


Nr. 
e. 


„ 


good deeds of patriots—the ſublime merits of bow 
a givers—the great actions of heroes and deliverers of by 
their country and, above all, the prailes of Gon,— e 


This leads us, 


* 10 focak of the application of malic to the 


worſhip of Gop. The ſong before us is an exam 


ple, I will ſing unto the Lo RD ſaith Moſes. And 
as far, as W gives us Sy evidence, Moſes muſt 


the Rho 4 of ihe true Gov. Cie: " 4 "EE 


authority of ſo great a perſon as Moſes, who talked 
with Gop face to face as a man with his friend ; 
this certainly 1s greatly in favour of the lovers of. 
ſacred muſicx. They cannot have a nobler view in 
the ſtudy of muſick, than to be NON to ang the 
high praiſes of their Goo. EE 


Davin and dihers, who frermards diflinguiſh- | 
ed themſelves for pſalmody, may be conſidered as 


the diſciples and imitators of Moſes. Ten know- 


ing the pleaſure which human beings receive from. 
this art, made it the vehicle of ſuch moral, and re- 


ligious truth, as they wiſhed to be known 174 all the 
£ people.“ Till the invention of printing, the ſureſt 
way of communicating truth from age to age, was 
by forming it into a fag and ſetting 1t to muſick. 5 


And this was eſpecially the caſe with reſpect to thoſe | 


truths, which coterued the r of Gov. The 


W 2 8 hole 
6 « And perhaps 3 too 


a 8 
3 
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© whole Book of Pſalms is a witnefs. All the worthia, 3 
eee.ſt of the kings of Judah, promoted inſtitutions for 
ſinging praiſes to Gop. Nor did the bleſſed Sav- 
- Jour, when he came into the world, impoſe filence 
on the lovers of ſong. For at the holy ſupper, in- 


ſtituted in perpetual memory of his death, he ſung 


an hymn with his diſciples, before he went out un. 
to the Mount of Olives. 3 


W. have ſuffcient er to affert & in * 
al terms, That from the days of Moſes to the pre- 
ſent day, it has been the practice of the moſt enlight. 


ened of men, to apply muſick to the publick wor. 
| ſhip of Gop. For ſome cauſe or other, however, 
the congregational churches have taken leſs liberty ß 
than the majority of Jews, or Chriſtians ; who have 
N uſe of inſtrumental muſick to attend the vo- 


This was the conſtant practice of the Jews. 


74 or is there any thing in the whole ſcripture that 


condemns it, in the leaſt, We muſt not uſe our 
_ Chriſtian liberty, to the offence of our brethren, or 


to produce contentions, But wherein it is not of- 5 


fenſive to pious minds, nothing hinders the apply. 


5 Ing of inſtrumental muſick to the . worſhip 


T1 HE a voice, as the organ tuned by the 15 
hand of Gov, undoubtedly hath the preference. 
But the mechanick juſtneſs and ſteadineſs of in- 
ſiruments, Joined with the beautiful variety and 

volubility 


retybility of the human voice, , producet the moſt 
5 perfect and harmonious concert. 


III. WE ſpeak of the fitneſs * kick for di. 
vine worſhip. It hath every principle of ſweet, of 
: pathetick, and forcible expreſſion, Hence its ſur. 
: priſing power of moving the affections. The nerves 
of the human body are probably a ſyſtem of *_ 
” chords, which vibrate with intenſe pleaſure to the 
touches of harmony. And, How can this pleaſure 
be better applied, than to excite affection and love 
to him whoſe counſel was wonderful in the forma, 


tion of man? Or, to ſettle and fix on our minds 


- the moſt uſeful and important truths en 
pirtue and religion 2 | 


Is religion be left andecorated. while all things 
elſe abound with ornaments, will not mankind be 
_ tempted to forſake her. Expreſſive muſick is that 
ornament which befits her beſt. For it affords a 
pleaſure, well fitted to lead the mind to religion. 


It applies to the greateſt number of perſons, ho 


need information, or incitement. And great in- | 
deed is its power HH 


As. no one is . of ater $ feelings, 1 am 


1 obliged to judge from mine own, and on this proof 4 


ſhould ſuppoſe that moſt men, if there be general 
 Gmilarity of conſtitution among them, may not on- 
® Vide Hartley on Man. 


10 


"0 ty hear and reliſh muſick, but feel it as aiſtiny 
and intenſely, as the ſenſations of heat and cold. 


WIr efficacy hath wa muſick to ſteal the | 
foul from the earth, and tranſport it to the viſions 
of Gor. When thoſe glorious truths and facts, 
| which pertain to our holy religion are ſet forth, in 
well adapted ſounds, full harmony, clear utterance. 
and lively emphaſis; the firm and ſteady tenor, the 


| acute and ſprightly treble, the clear and lofty coun- 
il =. ” ter, breaking 1 in turn, like echoes, through the ſwell. 
1 ning, majeſtick baſs; each ſound ſtill fraught with 
= .- 1deasof redeeming love, with the language of pro- 
3 phets, of apoſtles, of Chrift and of Gop—then— 
then—the enraptured ſoul, like Elijah in his cha- 
riot of fire, foars toward the region of celeſtial bliſs 
hears the harps of approaching angels; and be- 
Holds the New Jeruſalem, deſcending from the Lord 
out of E leaven, 


From the Ds 5 which minds ae of he 
pleaſures of muſick receive moral and religious im- 
preſſions, ſome have been led to conſider inſenſi- 

* Hility to muſick, as the fign of a bad heart. *Shake. 
| ſpeare, whom the people of Britain almoſt adore, 
and conſider as an oracle in the knowledge of hu. 


man nature, ſaith, 


<« He that hath no muſick 4 in \ himſelf 
And is not mov'd by concord of ſweet ſounds, | 
40 1s fit for treaſons.“ — — — 


Yer 


* * Vide Thomſon Seaton.» Saint ver. 1563? 


it 
Yer let us while we enjoy the pleaſures of m 
ſick, be charitable to thoſe who are deprived of 
them. Reaſon tells us that dul neſs to the charms 
of muſick, is no more an evidence of a bad heart, 
chan to be deaf, blind, or dumb. In ſome caſes it 
is a natural defect. In others, a habit of ſedateneſs 
has quenched the fire of imagination.“ * It 18 re- 
lated of a German mathematician, that attending 
the king of Pruſſia's opera, where muſick was in 
its higheſt perfection, he buſied himſelf in mea- 
ſuring the height and breadth of the room, and in 
calculating the diſtance to which the human voice 
might be diſtinaly heard. Then, when he had 
done this, finding nothing elſe entertaining for him, 
he left the audience abruptly. Such an inſtance 
of inſenſibility, to the lovers of the muſe, will ſeem 
almoſt miraculous. 8 


Yer this porta: e himſelf much better 

than many others, who not leſs inſenſible, are' yet 
leſs innocent. They diſturb the moſt ſublime Ber 

formances, in honor of Chriſt and of Gop, by mov- 
ing from place to place in the aſſembly, by jeſting. 
laughing and tumult. If indeed it be, that ſuch 
have no reliſh for ſacred muſick, they ought, in 
point of . not to o diſturb the holy en of | 

5 others. 


IV. WE are led to the aſi. of this. art iy 


the nobleſt examples. When the world was cre. 
8 ated, 
. Vie. Philos, de. ſans louci; Page 178. 


22 
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ated, it is fad. the morning Bars; hs angels, ſing 


together, and all the ſons of God ſhouted for 505 
If this was not ſinging in fact, it was ſomething an- 


alagous to it, well repreſented and deſcribed by vo- 


cal muſick. Moſes and the prophets, David, So- 


lomon, and all the beſt kings of judah, were our 
patterns. Chriſt ſung an hymn with his diſciples | 
at the inſtitution of the holy ſupper, Whence we 


may infer, that he intended that the ſinging of 


hymns ſhould be as perpetual as that ordinance. 
The apoſtles ſay expreſsly Is any merry, let him 
fing pſalms. T And ſomething like this, is according 
to the ſcripture, che employment of ſaints and an- 


gels i in heaven. 


Prauir me now, agreeably to the ſentiments 


| which I have advanced, to addreſs—1ſt, The choir, : 
who have attended to the cultivation of this boy s 
| art—and at The aſſembly. 1 


BRETHREN AND SISTERS OF THE CHOIR, 
WITH pleaſure have we - beheld your zeal, and 


the animated diligence of your ꝓ teacher. We 
have often had our cars refreſhed by your agreea. 
ble performances. Your. attention to ſpeaking 
8 your words plain, and full; to avoiding uncouth 
| and vulgar pronunciation ; to ſwelling or ſoftening 


your ſtrains, according to the matter of the ſong; 
to expreſs grief, joy, wonder, Kc. by their natural 
by 1 8 tones, 


: . Matthew xxvi, 20. + James v, 13. | 
Mr. I5aac LANs, of DPedford, Maſſachuſetts, 


tones, has given you this acceptance. Nature is the 
ſtandard of taſte, and ** is truly natural, will al- 
ways pleaſe. 


Wuzx ſounds bold and firong, have ſet forth 
the majeſty, the power, and eternity of Go o—when _ 
| lofty notes celebrated his glories © which tranſcend 

the ſky”—when menacing tones have ſhown the 

| dangers of the wicked, © on ſlippery rocks ready to 

fall into ruin”—when tender and plaintive accents, 
called our attention to © Jeſus nailed to the OO. | 
e when voices ſofter than the gentleſt breeze, ex- 
| preſſed the care of Jeſus over his flock, hearing : 
their prayers and wiping their tears away”—ſuch 
touches, ſo true to nature, could not fail. Mute 


attention, expreſſive features, and melting eyes, de- 
clared the ſenſations of the aſſembly. 


'To you, we owe the revival of ſacred muſick * ry 
this place, which had well nigh ſlept in ſilence. So 
long had our harps hung upon the willows, that we 
began to fear that they would be wholly uſeleſs. 
But the ſongs of Zion are revived, and ſweeter 

than before. We give you our thanks, and wiſh 
you a bleſſing from the houſe of the Loop. We 
wiſh you ever the pleaſures of thoſe, who fing with 
the heart, and with the underſtanding ; and above 


all, of thoſe who live to the praiſes of their Gas; : . 


We truſt that ye are diſpoſed not only to ſing 10 
harmony with each other, but to live in concert 


with 


2 


with the commands of hoe of Chriſt, and the beſt ” 
intereſts of civil and domeſtick lee, 


Ponsve the courſe. you have bogus. Cultivate 


1 the power of ſinging the high praiſes of Gop. 
Vſe great prudence towards thoſe who ſeem not to 
favour your purſuits, and ſtrit diſcretion towards all. 

Thus will your ſtudies be not only pleaſing, but in 
a a high degree uſeful. What a field have you for 


the exerciſe of this noble art! The glories of the 


| Redeemer, the height and depth, the length and 
breadth of his love ! theſe doubtleſs will employ 
you for the preſent life, for they ſhall employ ſaints 
and angels to all eternity. Long may your ſociety 
exiſt on earth to enliven our devotion ; and at laſt 
Join the grand choir of ſaints and angels in heaven. 8 


BRETHREN AND FRIENDS OF THE ASSEMBLY, 


WHAT a miſtake is here! Have we forgot that 


this anniverſary is the blackeſt of all the days of the 
year, the anniverſary of bloodſhed and war, worthy 
to be covered with the ſhade of death, that no light 
may ſhine upon it. What means this brilliant aſ- 
ſembly, theſe virgin troops, theſe fingers, theſe in- 


ſtruments of muſick, theſe preparations for rejoic- 


ing. Will the Nineteenth of April ever be forgot- 
ten ?—No, never- If Moſes ſung the emancipation of 
Iſrael's ſons from the ſlavery of Egypt, we may as 


juſtly celebrate our deliverance from oppreſſions of 
a ſimilar kind; and may congratulate one another 
=_ : on 


— 


45 
on the preſent happy Nate of our country. 1 nlead 


of diſtreſs, deſolation, and carnage, which lately de- 958 


formed the face of our land, behold the works of peace 
ariſing; and the arts called forth to improve, and 
adorn our nation. And above all, we poſſeſs the 

goſpel of peace, which recordeth the glorious tri- 
umphs of the Saviour over the great tyrant and op- 
preſſor of man. We rejoice therefore, yea, and we 
a will rejoice ling praiſesto the LOSS; ſing Praiſes ! * 


S0 D mall proſper our earthly. Nate, and prepare 

for us a better and more abiding city. O that the 
ſpirit of pure and ardent devotion, might poſſeſs 
the hearts of this people, and prepare them as ſaints 
to attend the king of glory ; and enter with him 
through the everlaſting gates—O GOD! O bl eſſed 


Saviour ! let the eternal gates unſold, that the king 


_ of glory may enter in, and that we may enter with 
him to the ſeats of ev erlaſting bliſs, 


AMEN. 
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